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COLOR SCHEMES 

and EQUIPMENT 

are setting the pace... 


We are considered the “bold new 
company” who dares to work with modern 
designers and modern themes. 


Whether the design thinking has been 
conservative or liberal we have installed 
an important share of recent additions 
and new libraries. 


Are you receiving our “Library Consultant”? 
it has large color photographs of recent 
installations. Back numbers on request. 
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Awards Committee 
Lists Recommendations 


Your Awards Committee made the 
following recommendations which 
were accepted at The MLA conven- 
tion: 

I. That the underlying principle for 
presenting a citation shall be that said 
citation will be given in recognition 
of service that has promoted the cause 
and development of library service in 
the State of Mississippi. 

II. That recipients of a citation shall 
be: 

A. A librarian for contributions in 

one of the following areas: 

1. Library promotion resulting in 
permanent library service im- 
provement 

2. Contributions to professional 
literature 

3. Outstanding service in one in- 
dividual library unit 

4. Outstanding efforts in recruit- 
ing new personnel into the pro- 
fession. 

B. A library trustee whose service 
planned and executed a program 
of library promotion that resulted 
in permanent library improve- 
ment in the development of pub- 
lic libraries 
1. Performed outstanding service 

in one individual library unit. 

C. Any citizen who has been instru- 
mental in bettering public knowl- 
edge and understanding of li- 
brary resources, needs, and uses. 

III. That awards shall be given when 
nominees have been found worthy of 
recognition. 

IV. That a committee on awards be 
made a standing committee of MLA. 
Said committee membership to be com- 
posed of representatives from each sec- 
tion of MLA membership. 

V. Nomination from members at 
large to the Awards Committee shall 
be made in writing at least 90 days 
prior to the annual convention. 
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Detailed reasons for nominations 
shall be given at the time the nomina- 





Miss. Lib. Ass’n. 











tion is made and verified to the com- 
mittee. 

VI. That a record be made of awards 
that have been presented in the past; 
that a continuous record be kept of 
the presentation of awards by the Mis- 
sissippi Library Association; and that 
one copy of this record will be kept by 
the committee on awards. 

VII. Lifetime memberships will be 
given in recognition of outstanding li- 
brary service. Lifetime members will 
enjoy full privileges of active member- 
ship without the payment of dues. 

If you know of anyone who, in your 
opinion, deserves the recognition of 
citation or lifetime membership be- 
cause of their service to libraries, 
won’t you gather the facts and send 
them to the committee. As stated, nom- 
ination must be made in writing at 
least 90 days before the annual conven- 
tion. This means that the committee 
must have nominations by July. Please 
send detailed and verified reasons for 
nomination to Mrs. Frances Hardy, Li- 
brarian, Meridian Junior College, 
Meridian, Miss. Your cooperation is 
needed. 





Trustees! Are you interested in a big 
return on a small investment? Attend 
the annual meeting of the American 
Library Association in Montreal, Que- 
bec, Canada—June 19-25. 





Our Constitution protects your right 
to know. Citizenship in a democracy 
means it’s your job to know. As George 
Washington said, “. . . it is essential 
that public opinion should be enlight- 
ened.” 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 


Mississippi Library Association 
January 1, 1959-December 31, 1959 
General Funds: 














Fae Er aR See a Ee $ 476.61 
Receipts during 1959 to Dec. 31, 1959: 

EES AT Sr re Ree eee $1,310.00 
no os wi mrasdle win wipe haa’ ea were 857.33 
Pre eee eee 229.00 

$2,396.33 2,396.33 
EE on his tN ee eee ee $2,872.94 
Expenditures: 
Travel (ALA representative, $200; 

President—in addition to Exec. 

BOGPG Gupense, SIGGAD) ... ww. wee cc ccc cees $ 396.40 
Executive Board Expense (for 

menetsmes Gureme Ue YORE) ..... 5. wc ccc ccc en 261.21 
Miresresipens Laurary NOWS ....... 2.5... ccccscccccces 400.00 
Other expenses (postage, telephone, 

Federal Relations expense, 

committees expenses, stationery, convention, etc.).. 956.01 

$2,013.62 $2,013.62 
EN 0 yO Ns a orusentn Sg Gt 4 isle Gankddin De panda $ 859.32 
II. Scholarship Funds: 
ee ere $ 398.39 
Receipts from contributions (1959) .................... 181.77 
I Se ela aw aaa wk See rae aia wie wa eca ese aR inte & Rado 5.45 
$ 585.61 $ 585.61 
Expenditures: 
Miss Linda Lancaster Scholarship 
(83rd payment on 1958-59 scholarship) ........... $ 100.00 
Miss Peggy Jane May Scholarship ; 
(ist and 2nd payments on 1959-60 scholarship).... 200.00 
$ 300.00 $ 300.00 
Additional obligated for 1959-60 scholarship ...................... $ 100.00 
UNOBLIGATED BALANCE AVAILABLE ................ $ 185.61 
SCRANTON, PA. 

You get the binder’s dozen when you buy our 

prebound books. They look better, cost less and 

last longer. 

Mississippi representative: JOE BRUNS 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
Mississippi Library News, 1959 
BALANCE brought forward from 1958....... $316.34 
INCOME & RECEIPTS 


Mississippi Library Association ........... 400.00 
Mississippi Library Commission ........... 400.00 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
*Total due March-September $840.30 
Total Collected March-September ...... 806.80 
Collections due for December .......... 236.65 
TOTAL MONEY FOR 1959 ......................0..0000ee . $2,159.79 
EXPENDITURES 
Printing MLN 
RS Sr cccax ned hhseeewistdeedins ose bee oekdseand $340.00 
I oa acres na abba wad eb ik x Ris a ao Su ee 366.00 
SE 5 bctulcaceScdeaed dead ie saws ee bees uA 426.35 
Se ca ecb ease bh eewedieus bat 542.96 
Mailing MLN March-September ................... 118.67 
(December bill not received) 
ne decease cabnsew ek ew 33.00 
I ND in ides csccudceresesebcrcncanes 30.57 
Secretarial help for editor ........................ 10.77 
RIP SSS 9 aR re eee 5.50 
Printing MLN annual convention reports .......... 2.30 
TOTAL, EXPENDITURES ... 2... ccc ccc ccc ccc ccc eeens $1,875.22 


BALANCE AS OF FEBRUARY 10, 1960 


(less outstanding December bills, Mailing etc.) $284.57 


*Two ads totaling $33.50 have not been collected yet. 





MLA Again Awards Library Scholarship 


The Mississippi Library Association 
will award for the third consecutive 
year, a $300 scholarship for the study 
of library science, according to Mrs. 
Mary Jo Magee, president of the As- 
sociation. 

The gift scholarship was begun in 
1957, to encourage promising young 
Mississippians to become librarians. 
The recipient of the scholarship “must 
be a senior or a graduate student”. 
The winner “is expected to do library 
work in the state for two years, there- 
by assisting in raising library stand- 
ards in Mississippi”. 

The scholarship committee with Mrs. 
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Augusta Richardson, chairman, has re- 
quested each member of the Mississip- 
pi Library Association to give fifty 
cents or more in addition to Mississippi 
Library Association dues. With 600 
members of Mississippi Library Asso- 
ciation this would provide the amount 
needed for the 1960-61 scholarship. 
Contributions to the MLA Scholarship 
Fund are deductable on income tax 
returns. 

The Committee hopes to have the 
name of the winner ready to be an- 
nounced during National Library 
Week, April 3-9. 
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Mrs. Magee Announces Chairmen of Committees 


Mrs. Mary Jo Magee, president of 
MLA, announces the following chair- 
men of committees: 


ADULT EDUCATION 


Miss Anona Jenkins, Librarian 
Carnegie Public Library 

Box 740 

Clarksdale, Mississippi 


AWARDS 


Mrs. Frances Hardy, Librarian 
Meridian Municipal Junior College 
Meridian, Mississippi 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

Miss Irene Graham, Iibrarian 

Mississippi Medical Library 

University of Mississippi Medical 
Center 

Jackson, Mississippi 


HANDBOOK 


Mrs. E. Norvell Hudson 
Olive Branch, Mississippi 


HISTORY OF MLA 

Miss Beulah Culbertson 
Mississippi State College for women 
Columbus, Mississippi 


LEGISLATIVE 
Mrs. Carl Black, Jr., 
(Pattie Carr Black) 
Department of Archives and History 
Jackson, Mississippi 


MEMBERSHIP 


Miss Frances Murray, Librarian 
Southwest Mississippi Junior College 
Summit, Mississippi 


STANDARDS AND PLANNING 
Miss Nell Davis, Librarian 


Lauren Rogers Library and Museum of 
Art 


Laurel, Mississippi 
PUBLICITY 
Mrs. Maud Smith 


Mississippi Southern College Library 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 


Page 8 


RECRUITING 

Miss Nellie Ford Smith 
Associate Librarian 
Mississippi College 
Clinton, Mississippi 


SCHOLARSHIP 

Mrs. Augusta Richardson, Librarian 
Northeast Regional Library 
Corinth, Mississippi 


PUBLIC LIBRARY EVALUATION 
COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Mary Aiken 
Branch Librarian 
First Regional Library 
Sardis, Mississippi 
Chairmen for Federal Relations and 
Nominating committees will be an- 
nounced later. 





That is a good book which is opened 
with expectation and closed with 
profit—(A. B. Alcott) 











REDDY KILOWATT ® 
says: 


MP&L is owned by millions 
of your fellow Americans 
through their savings in life 
insurance, bonds and trust 
funds. This is free enter. 
prise in action. 











Mississippi Power & Light Co. 
HELPING BUILD MISSISSIPPI 
for over a third of a century 
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CONSTITUTIONS AND BYLAWS 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
CONSTITUTION 


(as amended October 26, 1956) 


ARTICLE I 


NAME 
The name of this organization shall 
be the Mississippi Library Association. 


ARTICLE II 


OBJECT 
The object of this organization shall 
be the establishment and development 
of effective library service in Mississip- 
pi. 


ARTICLE Ill 


MEMBERS 
Any person, library or institution in- 
terested in library work may become 
a member of the Mississippi Library 
Association upon the payment of the 
dues provided in the bylaws. 


ARTICLE IV 


OFFICERS 
The officers of the Association shall 
be a president, a vice-president, a sec- 
retary, a treasurer, and a parliamen- 
tarian. 


ARTICLE V 


AFFILIATION 
This Association shall be a chapter 
of the American Library Association 
and shall elect representatives as pro- 
vided in the constitution and bylaws 
of that Association. 


ARTICLE VI 


MEETINGS 


Section 1. There shall be an annual 
meeting of the Association at such 
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time and place as may be determined 
by the executive board. 


Section 2. The executive board may 
make provisions for district meetings 
when they are deemed advisable. 

Section 3. Special meetings of the 
Association may be called by the exe- 
cutive board and shall be called by 
the president on written request of 
ten per cent of the membership of the 
Association. At least one month’s no- 
tice of such special meeting shall be 
given, and only business specified in 
the call may be transacted at the meet- 
ing. 


ARTICLE VII 
SECTIONS 


Section 1. Sections of the Associa- 
tion may be organized as provided in 
the bylaws. 

Section 2. Each section shall repre- 
sent a field of activity in general dis- 
tinct from that of other sections. 


ARTICLE VIII 
AMENDMENTS 


This constitution may be amended at 
any regular meeting of the Associa- 
tion by a two-thirds vote of those mem- 
bers present and voting, provided the 
proposed amendment shall have been 
published in the official organ of the 
Association in an issue prior to the 
meeting and during the same fiscal 
year, or provided that the proposed 
amendment shall have been sent to 
each member of the Association at 
least one month before its adoption. 
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MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BYLAWS 
AS ADOPTED AT THE SECOND GENERAL SESSION 
October 23, 1959 


ARTICLE I 


OFFICERS AND GOVERNMENT 
Section 1. 


A. The officers, except the parliam- 
entarian, who shall be appointed by 
the president, shall be elected at reg- 
ular annual meetings of the Associa- 
tion. They shall take office on the fol- 
lowing January first and shall serve 
for a period of one calendar year, or 
until their successors are chosen. 

B. In case of a vacancy in any office 
except that of president, the executive 
board shall designate someone to dis- 
charge the duties of the office for the 
duration of the unexpired term. The 
executive board shall designate some- 
one to discharge the duties of the vice- 
president. At the annual meeting of 
the Association, the nominating com- 
mittee shall submit a nominee for 
president to be voted on in the same 
manner as the other elective officers. 

C. No elective officer, except the 
treasurer, shall succeed himself, unless 
he has served less than one-half of a 
term. 

Section 2. The president shall be the 
representative head of the Association, 
shall appoint all necessary committees, 
and serve as chairman of the executive 
board and the advisory council, and 
shall preside at all business meetings. 

Section 3. The vice-president shall 
be the president-elect, shall serve as 
program chairman for the annual 
meeting and shall in case of death, 
resignation or removal of the president 
become president for the remainder 
of the term. 

Section 4. The secretary shall keep 
a record of the attendance and pro- 
ceedings of each meeting of the Asso- 
ciation, the executive board and the 
advisory council. 
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Section 5. The treasurer shall col- 
lect membership dues, record all re- 
ceipts and disbursements, and pay all 
bills on approval of the president. He 
shall make two reports—one at the 
annual meeting of the Association, and 
a second covering the fiscal year which 
shall be published in the official organ 
of the Association. 

Section 6. The ALA councilor shall 
be nominated and elected in the same 
manner as the officers, but the term of 
office shall be as provided by the by- 
laws of the American Library Associa- 
tion. The councilor shall serve as a 
member of the executive board of the 
Mississippi Library Association and 
shall act as liason between the Ameri- 
can Library Association and the Mis- 
sissippi Library Association. 

Section 7. The fiscal year shall be- 
gin January first and end on December 
31 of each year. 


ARTICLE II 
QUORUM 

Ten per cent of the membership 
shall constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of the business of the Associa- 
tion. 

ARTICLE III 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Section 1. The executive board shall 
consist of the elective officers of the 
Association, the A. L. A. Councilor and 
the immediate past president. The 
business of the Association shall be 
conducted by the executive board, but 
the Association may, by a majority 
vote of those members present and 
voting override or reverse the action 
of the executive board, or give manda- 
tory instruction. A mail vote may be 
taken upon the written request of at 
least ten per cent of the membership. 

Section 2. The executive board shall 

(Continued on Page 11) 
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(Continued from Page 10) 
be responsible for the programs for 
all meetings of the Association and 
shall supervise the presentation and 
printing of papers and reports. 

Section 3. Members of the executive 
board may be reimbursed for actual 
expenses incurred in attending busi- 
ness sessions of the executive board. 
The expenses of the executive board 
to the annual meeting will not be paid 
by the Association. 

Section 4. When as provided in the 
library laws of the state of Mississippi, 
it becomes necessary for the Mississip- 
pi Library Association to recommend 
candidates for the Board of Commis- 
sioners of the Mississippi Library Com- 
mission, recommendations shall be 
made by the executive board in ac- 
cordance with the library laws of the 
state of Mississippi. 

Section 5. The majority of its mem- 
bers shall constitute a quorum for the 
executive board, provided notice of the 
proposed meeting has been sent to all 
its members. 


Section 6. The executive board shall 
be invested with the authority to omit 
or postpone state meetings when an 
emergency arises. 

ARTICLE IV 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Section 1. There shall be an advisory 
council made up of all section chair- 
men of the Association. 

Section 2. The advisory council shall 
meet with the executive board at least 
one time during the fiscal year, upon 
the request of the president of the As- 
sociation. 

ARTICLE V 
COMMITTEES 

Section 1. The members of all stand- 
ing committees shall serve concurrent- 
ly with the administration. 

Section 2. At the discretion of the 
executive board, committee members 
may be reimbursed for actual expenses 
incurred in attending committee meet- 
ings, except when the meeting coin- 
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cides with the annual convention of 
the Association. 


Section 3. All standing committees 
shall make an annual report of their 
activities at the annual meeting. 

Section 4. The president shall ap- 
point the following standing commit- 
tees, and such other standing or special] 
committees as may be necessary from 
time to time: 

(a) Constitution and by-laws 

(b) Membership 

(c) Publicity 

(d) Scholarship 

(e) Nominating 

(f) Legislative (state and federal) 

(g) Standards and planning 

ARTICLE VI 
MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. Membership shall be of 
three categories: active, student, and 
life. 

Section 2. Active members shall be 
individuals and institutions that have 
paid full dues for the current year. 

Section 3. Student members shall be 
full-time students in Library science 
classes on a college level. 

Section 4. Life memberships may be 
given by the Association for distin- 
guished contributions to library serv- 
ices and such life members shall enjoy 
the full privileges of active member- 
ship in the Association without pay- 
ment of dues. 


ARTICLE VII 
DUES 

Section 1. The annual dues may be 
set or changed at any annual meeting 
by a two-thirds vote of those members 
preesnt and voting, any such change 
to take effect in the following calendar 
year, the amount becoming due and 
payable in advance in January. 

Section 2. The dues for student mem- 
bers shall be one-half the amount of 
the dues of individual active members. 


ARTICLE VIII 
SECTIONS 


Section 1. The executive board may 
(Continued on Page 12) 
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authorize the organization as a section 
of any group of Association members 
who are interested in the same gen- 
eral field of activity. 

Section 2. Each section shall elect a 
chairman, a vice-chairman, a secretary 
and such other officers as it deems 
necessary. These officers except those 
of the school library section, who may 
be the same as those of the library 
section of the Mississippi Education 
Association, shall be elected at regular 
meetings of the Association and their 
terms of office shall coincide with 
those of the officers of the Association. 

Section 3. Section officers shall per- 
form the duties pertaining to their 
respective offices. A report of the an- 
nual meeting of each section shall be 
filed with the secretary of the Associa- 
tion before the end of the fiscal year. 
A progress report shall be made at 
the annual meeting of the Association. 

Section 4. Sections may adopt by- 
laws for their own use, provided they 
are not in conflict with the Mississippi 
Library Association constitution and 
bylaws. 

ARTICLE IX 
VOTING 

Section 1. The voting body of the 
Association is composed of those in- 
dividuals and one representative each 
of those institutions whose dues are 
paid and who hold active membership 
or life membership. 


ARTICLE X 


NOMINATION AND ELECTION 
OF OFFICERS 

Section 1. The executive board of 
the Association shall elect a nominat- 
ing committee which shall present 
names as candidates for the offices to 
be filled; the consent to serve, if elect- 
ed, must be obtained from each person 
before the name can be presented by 
the nominating committee or from the 
floor. 

Section 2. The election of officers 
shall be conducted under the official 
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voting procedure and shall be by bal- 
lot; if there is only one candidate for 
an office, a viva voce vote may be 
taken. 
Section 3. A majority of the votes 
cast shall constitute an election. 
ARTICLE XI 
OFFICIAL ORGAN 
The name of the official organ shall 
be designated by the executive board 
of the Mississippi Library Association. 
ARTICLE XII 
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 
Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised 
shall be the parliamentary authority of 
this organization. 


ARTICLE XIil 
AMENDMENTS OF BYLAWS 
These bylaws may be amended at 

any regular meeting of the Association 
by a two-thirds vote of those members 
present and voting, provided the pro- 
posed amendment shall have been pub- 
lished in the official organ of the As- 
sociation in an issue prior to the meet- 
ing and during the same fiscal year, or 
provided that the proposed amendment 
shall have been sent to each member 
of the Association at least one month 
before its proposed adoption. The by- 
laws may be amended at any regular 
meeting of the Association without 
prior notice, by a three-fourths vote of 
those members present and voting. 





APPETITE FOR BOOKS 

It was only a small news story but 
it related that 28 new libraries were 
opened in Mississippi last year. 

“Never before in the history of the 
state have citizens been as interested 
in reading,” said the director of the 
state library commission, Mrs. Lura 
Currier. 

Curious, seeking minds are a won- 
derful leavening agent for a state. And 
a little two-paragraph story on library 
growth can hold more conesquence 
than a column-long account on many 
another topic—From an editorial in 
the New Orleans States-Item. 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS 





MLA’s First Half Century 


Compiled by 
The Historical Committee* 
Beulah Culbertson, Chairman 


PART III 
Since The War 


After World War II, the Association 
redoubled its efforts to finance and 
expand library services through sur- 
veys and propaganda. 

“Equalizing Library Service in Mis- 
sissippi” was the theme of the 1945 
convention in the Heidelberg Hotel, 
Jackson, Oct. 18-19. Mrs. Janie Rice 
Taylor introduced Governor Thomas 
L. Bailey, who welcomed the delegates. 
Hodding Carter, in his address on 
“Idealism Behind Realism in the Mod- 
ern Novel’, sketched the history of 
the realistic novel in America through 
the different stages, including the 
muck-raking era and the depression, 
concluding with the prediction that 
future writers would seek a new con- 
cept of man’s relation to other men, 
and that the literature of post-war 
America would carry a strong current 
of religion and mysticism. A recep- 
tion at the Governor’s mansion fol- 
lowed this program. 

After Mrs. Eunice Eley, Executive 
Secretary of the Library Commission, 
explained that the purpose of the Li- 
brary Development Fund sponsored by 
the ALA and all the state associations, 
was to pay for a Washington represen- 
tative who would promote legislation 
favorable to libraries, the Convention 
voted to contribute the balance due 
on Mississippi’s quota of $440 of which 
76 per cent had been raised to date 
under the direction of Miss Bethany 
Swearingen. 


* Miss Nannie Rice, Miss Anna Rob- 
erts, Miss Elizabeth Robinson, Miss 
Virginia C. Robinson. 
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Highlights of the meeting were 
speeches by Miss Julia Wright Merrill 
of the ALA who compared state and 
national library organization; Knox 
McCharen, Tennessee College for Wo- 
men, whose “Library in the Education 
Program” brought out that “Educa- 
tion is the only justification for librar- 
ies”; and Mrs. Eunice Eley, who ex- 
plained legislative requests outlined 
in the pamphlet, “Better Libraries for 
Mississippi.” Mrs. Eley was elected a 
member of the ALA Council. 

Motions carried, provided that of- 
ficers be elected for two year terms 
with expenses paid to annual meet- 
ings, and that expenses for committee 
meetings called by the President would 
be paid by the Association. Following 
announcement that there were 80 ALA 
members in Mississippi, President Har- 
kins stressed the importance of in- 
creasing memberships in both the na- 
tional and local associations. 

During this convention, the Citizen’s 
Library Movement, was reorganized 
with Jameson C. Jones of Corinth, as 
Chairman. For many years the CLM 
has had a prominent place on the MLA 
convention program with its annual 
luncheon to boost the morale of all 
interested in libraries. It was declared 
that “the CLM shall be a state-wide 
and county-wide organization designed 
to bring together all people interested 
in library development, so that exist- 
ing libraries may be strengthened and 
new libraries established in every 
county of the state. Its further pur- 
pose shall be to keep its members in- 
formed so that there will be an in- 


(Continued on Page 14) 
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telligent public opinion relative to li- 
braries and book service.” 


Officers elected were: Mrs. Gertrude 


Rowzee, Raymond, President; Mrs. 
Augusta Richardson, Corinth, Vice- 
president; Mrs. Lawrence’ Briscoe, 


Jackson, Secretary-treasurer. 

MLA held its second post-war meet- 
ing in Jackson at the Robert E. Lee 
Hotel, Oct. 17-19, 1946, with the stim- 
ulating theme, “Facing Today’s Library 
Challenge.” 

Dr. Paul Meek, President of Univer- 
sity of Tennessee Junior College for 
Women, described regional library 
service in Tennessee. Mrs. Lois Ranier 
Green, from the Alabama Department 
of Archives and History, explored “Li- 
braries, the National Picture.” 

Mrs. Eunice Eley reported on “Mis- 
sissippi Libraries—Present and Fu- 
ture”, depicting the 1946 library situa- 
tion in the state as follows: 30 counties 
out of 82 had libraries supported by a 
minimum $1,000 budget; only ten of 
these counties made provision through 
deposit stations for getting books to 
the people; there were four bookmo- 
biles in the state. The appropriation 
for the Library Commission was raised 
in 1946 from $12,500 to $30,000 for the 
biennium. A 1944 law allowed munici- 
palities to vote a one mill tax levy for 
library support, and a 1946 law allow- 
ed counties to levy a one-half mill tax 
for libraries. Out of 38 county and 
municipal libraries, there were only 
seven with professionally trained li- 
brarians. Mississippi had no regional 
library service. Although $1.00 per 
capita was the amount required for 
even limited library service, Mississip- 
pi was spending $71,868.57 for public 
libraries or three cents per capita. 

Mrs. Augusta Richardson explained 
the coming Tennessee Valley Library 
Council Survey which was to include 
Mississippi. After a vote at the Trus- 
tees and CLM luncheon, Jameson C. 
Jones, State Chairman, announced that 
the CLM with a membership of 3,000 
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including almost 100 organizations, 
would assume the $1200 expense neces- 
sary for Mississippi to participate in 
the Southeastern Library Survey. Miss 
Bethany Swearingen was elected to 
direct raising additional funds for the 
Survey within the MLA. The Survey 
was to gather complete data, compare 
present services with what they should 
be, and formulate a plan for getting 
the library service needed. Mrs. Rich- 
ardson was named Chairman of the 
Survey Committee. 


MLA Joins ALA 


Other matters of business decided 
were: Beginning the fiscal year with 
January so that dues would cover the 
calendar year; cooperation with the 
Commission in issuing one number of 
the Library News each year; the As- 
sociation would become a member of 
the ALA; Miss Louise Williams, Li- 
brarian of the State Board of Health 
elected to fill the unexpired term of 
Mrs. Lawrence Briscoe as Secretary- 
treasurer. 


At the final session, Miss Catherine 
Clark presented information on serv- 
ices available from the new state 
school library supervisory program of 
which she was the first head. 

Dr. William D. McCain, master of 
ceremonies at the Book Dinner, told 
of his experiences as Archivist in Italy 
during World War II. Two Mississippi 
authors, Mrs. Norena Easterling and 
Mrs. Katherine Bellaman, spoke brief- 
ly of their books and the art of writing. 
Dr. Bell I. Wiley, Head of the Louisi- 
ana State University History Dept., 
made an address on “The South, the 
Nation’s Number One Opportunity.” 
He said that the future of the South 
depends upon how well she makes use 
of her enormous natural resources. 

When the 1947 meeting of the MLA 
opened at the Executive mansion, Oct. 
23rd Mrs. Zelma Price, Legislator from 
Washington County spoke on “Some 
Vital Issues Facing the 1948 Mississip- 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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Mrs. Eunice Ely, former secretary of 


the Mississippi Library Commission 
was a principal speaker at the 1946 
annual meeting. Mrs. Ely reported on 
“Mississippi Libraries— Present and 
Future”, depicting the 1946 library sit- 
uation in the state. 
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pi Legislature.” She said: “No longer 
are books essential to the few, but 
they must be made available to the 
entire population; public libraries are 
«1 part of the State’s responsibility fc. 
public education; librarians must help 
people to understand the problems 
their elected representatives face.” 
The film, “Books and People—the 
Wealth Within”, in technicolor, was 
shown to illustrate library extension. 

Mrs. Gretchen K. Schenk contrib- 
uted brilliantly to the convention 
theme, “Bringing Library Service to 
Every Mississippian” by her address, 
“The Library—a Community Vitalizer” 
in which she stated that the librarian 
and her interest in people is the real 
key to making a library a community 
stimulant. Miss Manie Berry, School 
Library Consultant, led a forum on 
“The Vitalized Library”. “Vitalizing 
the Public Library” was presented by 
Miss Lois Sowards of De Soto County, 
and “Vitalizing the College Library” 
was the topic of Miss Shirley Chiches- 
ter. 
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Dr. William D. McCain, Chairman of 
the Legislative Committee, urged all 
members to support the proposed ap- 
propriation of $100,000 for state aid 
to public libraries for 1948-50. Mrs. 
Eley said that the money would be 
used to establish some model libraries, 
to set up some regional libraries, and 
to help counties that would match the 
funds. 

The Association’s membership now 
totalled 183, plus 22 institutional mem- 
berships. Officers elected were: Mrs. 
Augusta B. Richardson, Alcorn County 
Library, President; Miss Dorothea Big- 
nell, Library Science Dept., University 
of Mississippi, Vice-president; Miss 
Louise Williams, Librarian, State 
Board of Health, Secretary-treasurer. 


Open house was enjoyed at the new 
quarters of the Library Commission, 
located in an old brick house built 
during the Civil War as a carriage 
house and now converted into an at- 
tractive library center. Book Dinner 
speaker was Harnett Kane, who talked 
about his recent book, “Natchez on 
the Mississippi.” 


Key to Library Development 
More than a hundred delegates took 
over the Buena Vista Hotel, Biloxi, on 
the lovely Gulf coast for the 1948 meet- 
ing, Oct 14-16. The Convention theme 
was “Cooperation—Key to Mississippi 
Library Development.” 


The Southeastern Library Survey, 
just completed for Mississippi under 
the direction of Mrs. Augusta B. Rich- 
ardson, revealed that Florida led the 
nine Southeastern states with 2.78 
books circulated per capita. Mississip- 
pi circulated 1.05 books per capita, and 
Kentucky ranked lowest with the fig- 
ure .85 per capita. 

Miss Dorothea Bignell opened the 
Friday morning session with a discus- 
sion of “Recent Trends in Education 
for Librarianship”, pointing out that 
undergraduate courses are the hope of 
small public and school libraries. Mrs. 
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Mrs. Gretchen K. Schenk, a featured 
speaker at the 1947 meeting, discussed 
“The Library—a Community Vitali- 
zer”. Her talk was in keeping with 
the convention theme, “Bringing Li- 
brary Service to Every Mississippian”. 
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Eley led a panel discussion on “Missis- 
sippi Library Service.” Dr. Sykes Hart- 
in, reporting on college libraries, cited 
the “Mississippi Study of Higher Edu- 
cation” made in 1945, which empha- 
sized post-war needs for better library 
buildings and other facilities. Miss 
Manie Berry, State School Library 
Supervisor, told what had been hap- 
pening to “Susie Jones”, trade name 
for the high school librarian, whose 
recent aids included the “School Li- 
brary Handbook” and suitable book- 
lists. Miss Mary Alice Hatchett of 
Clarksdale Public Library reported 
that 34 counties in the state had some 
sort of public library; 10 counties had 
county-wide libraries that met mini- 
mum ALA standards. She attributed 
the good financial support of the 
Clarksdale Library to the cooperation 
of the citizens over a long period of 
years. Miss Florence Eisele of the 
Meridian Public Library also attrib- 
uted the success of her campaign for 
$26,000 from tax levies to the coopera- 
tion of civic groups and aroused public 
sentiment. 
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Miss Bethany Swearingen of the 
Jackson Public Library, told of the 
Public Library Inquiry being conduct- 
ed by the Social Science Research 
Council with a grant of $175,000 from 
the Carnegie Corporation. The Jack- 
son Public Library and the Hinds 
County Library were selected as one 
of the 44 population units to be studied 
in an effort to present a composite pic- 
ture of library service to the nation. 


At the business meeting, total mem- 
bership of the Association was listed 
at 167 of which 141 were librarians and 
26 institutions. 

Miss Evelyn Reed was elected Sec- 
retary-treasurer to succeed Miss Louise 
Williams who resigned after serving 
through three conventions. Miss Anna 
Roberts was elected ALA Council 
member to succeed Mrs. Eunice Eley 
at the expiration of her term in 1949. 


Mrs. Eley gave a report on Federal 
relations citing efforts of Paul Howard 
to get a bill through Congress provid- 
ing Federal aid to libraries, and the 
successful effort in holding down post- 
age on books for libraries. The Execu- 
tive Board was instructed to use its 
discretion in supporting the Federal 
Relations Office. 

It was suggested that the Association 
might meet with SELA next year, in 
cooperation with ALA plans for region- 
al meetings. 


Library Honor Roll 


The Association voted to establish 
a Library Honor Roll to give recogni- 
tion to librarians who have done out- 
standing work. Resolutions were pas- 
sed expressing appreciation to the Leg- 
islature for appropriating $90,000 for 
library development, and to the Citi- 
zen’s Library Movement for its effec- 
tive sponsorship of State aid. Mrs. Au- 
gusta B. Richardson was commended 
for a gigantic job well done with the 
Southeastern Library Survey. Mrs. 
Eley was praised equally for working 
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out an able plan for State aid to li- 
braries. 


At the Book Dinner, delegates re- 
laxed for an evening of good fellow- 
ship, superb seafood, and top-notch 
entertainment from Mrs. Mildred Spur- 
rier Topp, as she rendered humorous 
sketches from her current book, “Smile 
Please.” 


The 1949 Convention held at the 
Robert E. Lee Hotel, Jackson, Oct. 6-8, 
with the slogan, “New Future for Li- 
braries”, was given over for the most 
part to the recent Mississippi Library 
Survey, and to the long-range program 
designed to improve the State library 
system. 


Dr. W. D. McCain, Director of the 
Dept. of Archives and History, opened 
the program with an informative talk 
on “Mississippiana,” illustrated with 
examples of collector’s items of source 
material contained in documents and 
letters. 


At the next general session, Mrs. 
Eunice Eley stated that the current 
Mississippi Library Survey was finan- 
ced by a grant of $7,500 from the Gen- 
eral Education Board. Dr. Harald Ped- 
ersen, sociologist from State College, 
said that since 1940 there had been a 
decided shift from rural to urban popu- 
lation, with the greatest urban concen- 
tration in the southern part of the 
state where there was the most indus- 
trial development. He stated the ne- 
cessity of serving rural areas from 
central units through bookmobiles and 
branches, and reported the median 
years of school completed by white 
persons as 8.9 years and by Negroes as 
4.7 years. 


Mrs. Gretchen Schenk, Director of 
the Survey, said that it showed that 
only 36 per cent of the people of the 
State have access to any local library 
service other than to the 18,000 vol- 
umes of the Library Commission which 
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must serve more than one million peo- 
ple in the State. Only 11 of the 63 
public libraries received more than 
$6,000 per year, and in Mississippi in- 
stead of the standard 2 books per per- 
son. There was only one-third book per 
person Economic conditions in the 
State made it advisable to pool library 
resources in stronger regional centers, 
which Mrs. Schenk illustrated by show- 
ing a map with 18 possible groupings 
of counties that might give good li- 
brary service throughout the State. 


Dr. Thelma Eaton’s report on library 
education suggested that the States 
need for 300 trained librarians might 
be met in three ways: establishment 
of a state supported library school 
which would include summer sessions, 
and would enroll both sexes; that li- 
brary courses offered in the State 
strive for uniformity; and that state 
funds be provided for library scholar- 
ships to out-of-state graduate library 
schools. 


Hannis Sanders Smith, Assistant 
Survey Director, suggested methods of 
making the most of what we have by 
cooperative buying and a union cata- 
log. Dr. Robert B. Highsaw of the Uni- 
versity, reported on financing the li- 
brary by efficient budgeting and ex- 
penditure of every penny allowed. 

J. M. Tubb, State Supt. of Education, 
summarized the findings of the panel, 
which had stressed better library cov- 
erage and organization, more books 
and more trained librarians. 

The CLM and Trustees luncheon was 
called the “Mad Tea Party”, a theme 
carried out with “Alice in Wonderland” 
menu-programs. Mrs. J. W. Hudspeth, 
as the Mad Hatter, and Miss Sammy 
Furr, as the White Rabbit, cautioned 
the guests to leave their dignity at the 
door. After Miss Elizabeth Wise, Presi- 
dent of CLM, welcomed the guests, 
Mrs. Eunice Eley, the Red Queen, com- 
plimented the assembly on its interest 
and accomplishments toward library 
betterment. Mrs. Thomas L. Bailry, 
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State Tax Collector and former librar- 
ian at Meridian, talked on “An Idea 
Whose Time Has Come.” 


Library Survey Report 

At the business session, the Associa- 
tion accepted the recommendation of 
the Standards and Planning Commit- 
tee as reported by Miss Anona Jenkins, 
Chairman, to adopt the Mississippi 
Library Survey Report and recommen- 
dations as the goal of the Association. 
Miss Jenkins emphasized that the find- 
ings of the Survey must be presented 
to the public for action immediately 
through regional meetings. 

The members of the first Citations 
and Awards Committee were Miss 
Zaidee Neild, Vicksburg; Miss Eliza- 
beth Robinson, State College; Hannis 
Smith, Raymond. In announcing the 
first award Miss Robinson said: 

“On behalf of the Mississippi Library 
Association, and to receive its first 
citation, I have the honor to present 
the name of Whitman Davis: for his 
devotion to the welfare of libraries in 
Mississippi. I have the further honor 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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Thomas Hal Phillips, noted Mississip- 
pi author, was guest speaker for the 
Book Dinner at the 1949 convention. 
Phillips praised Mississippi for its 
great literary revival. 
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to present to Mr. Davis, Life Member- 
ship in the Mississippi Library Asso- 
ciation, and these volumes of Douglas 
Southall Freeman’s ‘George Washing- 
ton’, in token of our affection and 
esteem.” Mr. Davis accepted the gift 
and expressed deep appreciation of the 
honor given him. 

Mrs. Horace Stansel, on behalf of 
the Awards Committee of the MLA 
and CLM, named Mrs. Helen Foster, 
Chairman of the Lee County Library 
Board of Trustees, as the first trustee 
honored as the outstanding official of 
the year. 


Upon the motion of Hannis Smith, 
the Association gave Mrs. Richardson, 
retiring President, a rising vote of 
thanks for her fine leadership during 
the past two years. 

Rising young Mississippi author 
Thomas Hal Phillips, was the star of 
the Book Dinner with his enthusiasm 
for the great literary revival in Missis- 
sippi where great fiction seemed to 
have arisen from a post-war sense of 
tragedy. His conclusion was a fitting 
one for a decade of determined prog- 
ress in Mississippi’s library field as he 
said: “We have learned the meaning of 
an ancient Chinese proverb, ‘It is bet- 
ter to light one small candle than to 
curse the darkness’.” 


The 1950’s 

The first meeting of the fifties, held 
at the Buena Vista Hotel, Biloxi, Oct. 
26-28, 1950, drew 114 delegates to the 
Gulf shores who enjoyed a gay boat 
ride to Ship Island and listened to ap- 
propriate legendary lore from George 
Thatcher. 

The central theme for the meeting 
was “Coordination of Library Serv- 
ices.” Dr. Louis Shores was moderator 
of a panel discussion whose speakers 
were: Miss Jeanne Broach, “Library 
Education in Mississippi’; Miss Manie 
Berry, “How School and Public Librar- 
ies Coordinate in Various States”; Miss 
Anona Jenkins, “The Need for Librar- 
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ies for Negroes”; Dr. Sykes Hartin, 
“Better Library Coordination”; Mrs. 
Lura Currier, “A Union Catalog and 
Bibliographic Center.” 


Miss Elizabeth Robinson 


At the CLM luncheon, Mrs. Eunice 
Eley sketched recent library progress 
and stated that Mississippi will always 
owe a debt of gratitude to Miss Eliza- 
beth Robinson for her efforts to begin 
library service when libraries were lit- 
tle known and legislative support 
small. In his, “Responsibility of the 
Community for Library Service”, Dr. 
Shores drew a vivid picture of the lack 
of informational material at a critical 
period of our history when books are 
a necessity for a democracy. 

At the business session, constitution- 
al changes were approved to allow 
members of MLA committees and 
members of the Executive Council to 
receive expenses while attending meet- 
ings. The nomination of Miss Alice 
Collins as Secretary was approved. The 
new constitution of SELA was read 
and adopted. Dr. W. D. McCain spoke 
ably against the recommendations of 
the Library Subcommittee of the Leg- 
islative Reorganization Committee 
which, he claimed, if put into effect, 
would hamper library service in all 
state agencies. 


“Frontier Humor of the Old South- 
west” was the entertaining subject pre- 
sented by Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, Uni- 
versity of Alabama, at the Book Din- 
ner. His address before the combined 
School, Public and College library sec- 
tions was requested by Dr. Shores for 
the first issue of the Southeastern Li- 
brary journal. 

President Donald Thompson again 
presided over the meeting held Oc- 
tober 18-20, 1951, at the Heidelberg 
Hotel in Jackson. 146 librarians, trus- 
tees, and friends, enjoyed a series of 
inspirational programs. 

“A Golden Future for Mississippi Li- 
braries” furnished the subject for a 
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columnist for The 
Appeal, Memphis, was 


Paul Flowers, 
Commercial 
moderator of a panel discussion at the 
1951 meeting. Subject for discussion 
was “The Book: From Idea to Reader’. 
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panel discussion by Miss Manie Berry, 
Hannis Smith, Mrs. Lura Currier, Mrs. 
Augusta B. Richardson, Miss Jeanne 
Broach, Miss Anona Jenkins, and Miss 
Lucile Miller. The panel agreed that 
one of the first needs is a well sup- 
ported Library Commission. 


Constitution Changes 

At the business session, Miss Manie 
Berry, Chairman of the Legislative 
Committee, read a condensed report 
showing a budget request of $494,100 
for the Library Commission, a sub- 
stantial increase over the current $109,- 
390. Also recommended were changes 
in the library laws of 1950 and 1938 
to allow all counties to levy a two mill 
tax for library support, and to allow 
the number of trustees for a regional 
library to be increased to the number 
of counties participating instead of 
limiting the number to five. 

Hannis Smith reported on the Li- 
brary Service Bill (S. 1452) which pro- 
vided for a basic grant of $40,000 to be 


Page 20 


matched by each state for improving 
rural library service. 

Miss Jeanne Broach reported for the 
Adult Education Committee on the 
ALA plan to foster adult education 
under the slogan “The Heritage of 
America in the U.S.A. in Times of 
Crisis.” A Fund for Adult Education 
grant of $150,000 in which Mississippi 
might share had been received by the 
ALA for the project. 

An enthusiastic report of the first 
year of service of the first regional 
library, read by Mrs. J. W. Hudspeth 
in the absence of Mrs. Gretchen Con- 
duitte, Regional Librarian, revealed 
that with two bookmobiles and other 
aids, over 100 rural communities had 
been served with a total circulation of 
58,043 books. 


The following officers were elected 
to serve for the next two years: Miss 
Anona Jenkins, Clarksdale, President; 
Miss Manie Berry, Natchez, vice-presi- 
dent; Miss Elizabeth Dakin, Cleveland, 
Secretary-treasurer. 

Speakers at the CLM luncheon were 
Clarence Graham, past president of 
the ALA whose subject was,” Librar- 
ies, the Keystone for a Democratic 
Civilization,” and Miss Essae Mae Cul- 
ver whose message was directed to the 
trustees present. At a trustee’s meet- 
ing following the luncheon, considera- 
tion was given to forming a Trustee 
Section of the MLA. 


Paul Flowers 

Miss Anona Jenkins presided at the 
Book Dinner, with Paul Flowers as 
moderator of a panel entitled: “The 
Book: From Idea to Reader.” The pan- 
elists, Virgil Gentillin, John Hall Jac- 
obs, Claude Gentry and Thomas Hal 
Phillips, after engaging in witty re- 
partee, brought out the serious need 
for freedom from censorship for those 
who publish or circulate books. 

John Hall Jacobs, who addressed the 
College and Public Library Sections, 
challenged librarians to greater efforts 
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“in guiding readers into the realm of 
significant ideas.” 

The MLA and the Library Commis- 
sion heartily endorsed the “Library 
Day” project of the ALA 75th Anni- 
versary Committee, and the American 
Heritage forums that followed it. Li- 
brarians were asked to inform Miss 
Jeanne Broach, Adult Education Chair- 
man, so that she could report all activi- 
ties to the ALA. 


On October 2-4, 1952, 145 delegates 
registered for the MLA Convention at 
the Heidelberg Hotel, Jackson, with 
Miss Anona Jenkins presiding as Presi- 
dent. In keeping with the times, “Our 
American Heritage” was the chosen 
theme. 


The members enjoyed talks by Paul 
Sisk, Monroe County, on how to get 
support for county libraries; W. R. 
Hough, Director, on the Public Em- 
ployees Retirement System; Miss Mar- 
garete Peebles, State College, on audio- 
visual aids; and Mrs. Lura Currier on 
“Short Cuts in Library Service.” 


Miss. Library News 

It was at the business session of this 
meeting that the “Mississippi Library 
News”, came into being as the official 
news organ of the Mississippi Library 
Association. The plan was for the As- 
sociation to assume financial respon- 
sibility to the amount of $400 to be 
secured through advertising. The pub- 
lication “Library News”, previously 
published by the Mississippi Library 
Commission, was changed in name to 
the “Mississippi Library News,” and 
beginning with the March 1953 issue, 
the magazine was jointly sponsored by 
the MLA and the Library Commission, 
both sharing in the cost of publication. 

The Association voted to become a 
chapter of the American Library As- 
sociation. Miss Jeanne Broach was 
given a vote of thanks for her splendid 
work in initiating the American Herit- 
age Project in the state to be contin- 
ued on a large scale, under the direc- 
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Harnett Kane, author and lecturer, 
was guest speaker at the Book Dinner 
of the 1947 meeting of MLA. He re- 
viewed his book on Natchez and told 
of his experiences in writing it. 


tion of Mrs. C. C. Clark who made an 
inspiring address on “Preserving Our 
Heritage, the Citizen’s Responsibility.” 
Ransom Richardson, editor of the ALA 
Bulletin, reinforced the same theme 
with “The Challenge to Libraries of 
Preserving Our Heritage.” 

A feature of the convention was the 
Library Commission Open House, held 
in honor of two Mississippi writers, 
Mrs. Louise Eskrigge Crump and Tom 
Person, and also the Association guests, 
Mrs. Marguerite Vance, Mrs. Beatrice 
Rossell and Ransom Richardson. 

At the CLM luncheon, Mrs. Cliff 
Thomas, President, presented Mrs. A. 
L. Hendrick, State P.T.A. President, 
and Miss Christine Drake from the 
University Extension Department, who 
explained how their agencies promoted 
reading. 

Miss Mary Joan Finger presided over 
the Book Dinner when Ed Banta, au- 
thor of “The Ohio”, talked entertain- 
ingly on “English Literature in a Nut- 
shell.” 
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Section meetings followed the gen- 
eral session address on Saturday morn- 
ing by Mrs. Marguerite Vance, Child- 
ren’s editor of E. P. Dutton Publishing 
Company who spoke on children’s 
books from a publisher’s and a writer’s 
standpoint. Miss Mattie Mae Viverette 
was chairman of the college library dis- 
cussion. Miss Mary Love presided over 
the School Library Section whose 
speakers were Miss Mary Joan Finger 
on the Library Assistant’s Organiza- 
tions, and Miss Annabelle Koonce, 
State Library Supervisor, who brought 
out the merits of membership in the 
American Association of School Li- 
brarians. Miss Maria Person presented 
Miss Evon Toops of Thibodaux, Louisi- 
ana, to the Public Library Section who 
gave the following suggestions for re- 
cruiting: Allow young people to be 
librarian for a day in various libraries; 
provide library scholarship; have a re- 
cruiting issue of Association publica- 


tions, and promote the Student Library 
Assistants Organization. 
(To Be Concluded) 





Don’t forget those MLA dues. Make 
a check today and send to Mrs. Iola 
Magee, Lincoln-Lawrence Regional Li- 
brary, Brookhaven. 





“There is a dawning community 
awareness of the range and importance 
of the public librarian’s services and 
the standards which guide them; but 
it is a very rudimentary concept, and 
needs for its crystalization the strength 
and impetus of community leadership 
represented by the library trustee.”— 
Francis Bergan, Justice of the New 
York Supreme Court. 





A great library is the diary of the 
human race.—(Shakespeare) 

Leisure without study is death.— 
(Latin) 
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GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION GROUPS FLOURISH 


by Howard C. Will, Jr. 
Southern Area Director, 
Great Books Foundation 


The state of Mississippi, only ten 
miles from my home in Memphis, is 
interesting as an area of startling con- 
trasts. 

Mississippi has the lowest per capita 
income of any state in the Union, yet 
is one of the richest cotton growing 
areas in the world, and is now produc- 
ing more oil than any other state east 
of the Mississippi River. Its popula- 
tion is almost fifty per cent Negro. 
There are no large metropolitan areas; 
the capital, Jackson, is the largest city 
of the state with a population of 150,- 
000 people. Mississippi is now the only 
legally dry state in the Union, yet 
there is everywhere an oasis. Despite 
the Emmett Till case and Poplarville, 
Mississippi has one of the lowest crime 
rates in the Union. In the realm of 
letters, Mississippi has provided more 
than its share of good writers, with 
Nobel Prize winning William Faulkner, 
of the small town of Oxford, the most 
notable. 

The program in Mississippi has been 
one of recent growth. In 1956 there 
were only five groups; in December, 
1958, it had grown to eight; and in 
December, 1959, there are a hardy 
nineteen groups. (Editor’s note: Of 
this date, 21 groups) In my personal 
experience starting and leading groups 
there, I have found the participants to 
be of a very high caliber and the en- 
thusiasm to be exceedingly great. This 
leads me to believe that within another 
year, Mississippi will have one of the 
biggest Great Books programs, in pro- 
portion to population, in the nation. 

I have drawn heavily on members 
of the Mississippi Bar Association for 
leaders of these groups because I have 
found that members of the legal pro- 
fession can make excellent Great 
Books leaders by virtue of their court- 
room experience in objective question- 
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ing. Half of our groups in Mississippi 
are led by attorneys and include two 
County Prosecuting Attorney,s a Dis- 
trict Prosecuting Attorney and two 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Mis- 
sissippi. 

Two of our leaders are farmers, a 
term which, in the Delta, I have since 
learned, often means a college grad- 
uate whose chores are of a managerial 
nature. The excitement of a Great 
Books discussion provides a pleasant 
respite from their usual problems of 
plowing, planting, and parity. 

Recently Mississippi has changed 
from a state where, twenty years ago, 
sixty per cent of all gainfully employ- 
ed workers were in agriculture to a 
more industrialized one. For many 
years they have esponded the slogan 
“Balance Agriculture with Industry”. 
Now that these economic aspirations 
are being realized, I think we are ready 
in Mississippi, for a new slogan: “Bal- 
ance Agriculture and Industry with 
Great Books”. 





21 GREAT BOOKS GROUPS 

Mississippi now has 21 active Great 
Books Discussion Groups with the ma- 
jority meeting in the public libraries 
of the various towns and cities. 

There are now Great Books Discus- 
sion Groups in: Natchez (2 groups); 
Clarksdale, Brookhaven, Pascagoula, 
Columbus, Laurel (2 groups); Koscius- 
ko, Shelby, Lexington, Rolling Fork, 
McComb, Pass Christian, Jackson (2 
groups); Corinth, Indianola, Greenville, 
Cleveland. A new group has recently 
begun in Rolling Fork composed of 
high school students. It is the first of 
its kind in the state. 





My library was dukedom enough. 
—(Shakespeare) 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 


By Mary Love 


For the past two years Mississippi 
has joined the rest of the nation in 
celebrating National Library Week. 
“Celebrating” is hardly the word in 
this case as that tends to confine ac- 
tivities to one week. Here in Missis- 
sippi we have observed library activi- 
ties every week, thereby making every 
week Library Week. 

Judging from the publicity given and 
from the increased demand for a great 
variety of reading material, the librar- 
ians and interested citizens have ach- 
ieved some success in encouraging 
reading habits. Below are some ex- 
cerpts from a statement made by the 
chairman of National Library Week, 
William I. Nichols, editor of This Week 
magazine (which was the originator 
of the slogan “Wake Up and Read”). 

“In our modern, mobile world, many 
of the old disciplines are slipping away. 
For the first time in history, most peo- 
ple really do have a very large mea- 
sure of free will. But this is not an 
unmixed blessing. With all the chains 
broken, many people are now exper- 
iencing loneliness, insecurity and fear. 

“At this point we can observe two 
trends in American life. One is to ex- 
ploit this loneliness in negative ways, 
offering various—and often harmful 
—forms of anodyne and blind escape, 
and producing many of the criminal, 
delinquent and neurotic aspects of our 
present society. 


“The other way is to encourage the 
development of those inner resources 
of mind and character which contri- 
bute to the healthy growth of the free 
individual and the free society. 

“The struggle between these two 
trends concerns us all. And it is this 
which, in my opinion, gives National 
Library Week its interest, its import- 
ance and its inspiration. Our objec- 
tives go far beyond any project for the 
making, or selling, or lending of books. 
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In effect, what we offer is an expand- 
ing opportunity for the nation’s librar- 
ies to unite with all other interested 
elements of the community to stress 
those enduring values of goodness, 
beauty, wisdom and_ understanding 
which are so essential to the survival 
and growth of a free civilization. No 
one could ask a greater privilege than 
to share in a program like this.” 

Remember the dates for National Li- 
brary Week are April 3-9. 





1960 Mississippi Committee 
For National Library Week 


Purser Hewitt, Jackson, chairman 

Fred A. Anderson, Gloster 

A. Boyd Campbell, Jackson 

Mrs. Hull M. Davis, Union 

Dr. H. E. Finger, Jr., Jackson 

Mayor Laz Quave, Biloxi 

Mrs. Mary B. Keyes, Carthage 

Bruce Aultman, Sumrall 

Miss Ada McCaa, Jackson 

J. E. Aldridge, Jackson 

Dr. R. A. McLemore, Clinton 

Austin McMurchy, Jackson 

Mrs. Gordon White, Bailey 

Dr. Sykes Hartin, University of Miss. 

Mrs. Ruth D. Scharr, Keesler Air 
Force Base 

George Lemon Sugg, Jackson 

Dr. Stanley Hill, Corinth 

Dr. Kirby P. Walker, Jackson 

Dr. J. D. Williams, University of Miss. 

J. D. Wise, Hazlehurst 

Dr. W. D. McCain, Hattiesburg 

Carl Black, Jr., Jackson 

Miss Linda Sellers, Brookhaven 

Judge L. Arnold Pyle, Jackson 





Something is learned every time a 
book is opened.—(Chinese) 


The finest poetry was first experi- 
ence.—(Emerson) 
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Around The Libraries 


Lee Co. Library 

Mrs. Gretchen Schenk, library con- 
sultant and author of Summerdale, 
Alabama spent a week during January 
at the Lee County Library studying 
the library and its services as well as 
projections for the future growth of 
the community. She aided in planning 
future library services. 


Northeast Regional Library 

Mrs. Frances Shelton has been ap- 
pointed business manager of the North- 
east Regional Library in Corinth on a 
half time basis. She will handle all 
finances of the library and do the book- 
keeping. Herman Gray, CPA, will act 
as consultant and do the annual audit. 

The Ripley Library is “all dressed 
up and going some place”. The new 
library includes an adult room, a 
young adult room, a juvenile room and 
a large room for the charging desk, 
lounge and little children’s corner. 
New shelving has been made, old shelv- 
ing repainted and new furniture ad- 
ded. The library is open forty hours 
a week including two nights under the 
direction of librarian, Mrs. John Peel- 
er. Shut-ins and the Tippah County 
Hospital patients are now receiving 
book service. 


Greenwood-Leflore Public 
Library 

The paintings by Miss Virginia Rob- 
inson, MSCW, were exhibited in the 
Lizzie George Henderson Auditorium 
of the Greenwood-Leflore Public Li- 
brary recently. The exhibit was joint- 
ly sponsored by the library and the 
Mississippi Delta Art Association. 

A books discussion group for “stu- 
dents only” has been formed by the 
Greenwood-Leflore Public Library. Dr. 
D. H. Vass, director of Adult Educa- 
tion of Mississippi State University, 
teachers of senior English of the 
Greenwood City Schools and the li- 
brary are cooperating in having this 
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experimental group for seniors having 
an “A” average in English. Meetings 
are held in the library. The experi- 
ences and advice of other libraries con- 
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cerning high school study-discussion 
groups will be appreciated by the staff 
of the Greenwood-Leflore Public Li- 
brary. 


Carnegie Public Library 

The Carnegie Public Library of 
Clarksdale, its trustees and staff will 
be honored during National Library 
Week by the Coahoma County Cham- 
ber of Commerce. The Chamber of 
Commerce program according to 
Leonard Pharr, manager, will include 
a special page in the newspaper and 
a luncheon during National Library 
Week at which members of the board 
of trustees of the Carnegie Public Li- 
brary will be given special recognition. 

During the past few months the 
Clarksdale library has been visited by 
out of state people from North Caro- 
lina, Missouri, Illinois, Tennessee, 
Ohio, Texas, Iowa and Washington D.C. 

In cooperation with the local chap- 
ter of the D.A.R. the Clarksdale Li- 
brary celebrated American History 
Month with elaborate displays of pic- 
tures, books, and other materials. 


Grenada County Library 

Grenada County Library has under- 
gone improvement, thanks to a one- 
fourth mill increase in appropriations 
voted on last fall. Extra new books 
were vitally needed to relieve the 
shortage which took place when the 
county schools were consolidated into 
a 900 pupil elementary school. The li- 
brary also boasts a new heating and 
air-conditioning unit. 
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New Librarian 


New librarian at Ashland Public Li- 
brary, Ashland, is Tuwana Bennett. 
The library was the first to open in 
Benton County under the demonstra- 
tion put on by the Mississippi Library 
Commission, the Northeast Regional 
Library and the Benton County Board 
of Supervisors. The library is a coope- 
rative effort between the Farm Bureau 
of Benton County and the Northeast 
Regional Library. See photo at left. 


S stuner’ } 





(from the children’s room Evans Memorial Library, Aberdeen) 
Question: Do you have “Angel on the Air?” (Angel Unaware) 
Request: “26 Legs Under the Sea”! 
A business-like question by a young borrower. “When are my libraries due?” 
Announcement with pride: “My brother has a T Mama Ford.” 
Confidential! “I am going to have chicken pox tonight. I had a headache all day.” 
Explanation: “Since we’re getting out of school the day before tomorrow, I’m 
bringing my books back now.” 
Curious: “Is that a elegator? (elevator) 
Unusual: “Could I have Huckleberry Thin to read?” 
Tongue Twister: “Let me have the book on pistoric animals.” 
(Pre-historic) 
Matter for Thought: “I want a book about when people were “penguins’— 
like in old days.” 
(Pilgrims) 





LIBRARY SERVICE COMPANY 


Check these advantages: 


Liberal Discounts Prepaid Shipments 
Immediate Delivery Excellent Prebounds 
One Stop Service Large Inventories 


Send for your free copy of our new 1960 catalog just off the press. 
Remember “Service” is our middle name 


LIBRARY SERVICE COMPANY 
19 West Main Street Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 








LIBRARY FURNITURE 


Mid-Century Innovator Tables— 
Chairs — Charging Desks — Shelving 
Write for our Special Library Catalog 


MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL SUPPLY COMPANY 


Jackson, Mississippi 
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“Gifts from the Sea”, suspended from 
pegs, secured with masking tape, or 
placed on peg board shelves, made a 
colorful and attractive display for the 
Library Science class at Delta State 
College, taught by Miss Mabel Brister. 
This collection of sea horses, star fish, 
sea shells, and drift wood, with books 
on the subjects, was arranged by Mrs. 
Minnie Peaster of Greenville. 





Ole Miss Library Gets 
David Robinson Collection 

The University of Mississippi Li- 
brary has been named recipient of the 
Library of the late David Moore Robin- 
son, Professor of Classics and Archaeo- 
logy from 1948-1958. Dr. Robinson was 
the discoverer of Olynthus, where he 
excavated for many years. The library 
contains material on such diverse sub- 
jects as city planning and literary 
translations and Greek pottery and art, 
and as a whole was one of the most 
complete private collections in the 
country in its field of interest. 


College Library Building 
Institute Proposed 

A pre-conference to SELA is being 
planned on the topic of The College 
Library Building, with emphasis on 
the small college and the junior col- 
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lege library. Provided sufficient in- 
terest is evidenced, the conference will 
be held at Western Carolina College at 
Cullowhee on Wednesday, October 12, 
1960, as a full day of meetings. There 
will be a discussion of new plans, criti- 
cism of some older plans and some 
prepared papers. 

Room and meal facilities in and 
around Cullowhee can be provided for 
a number of people attending the con- 
ference on Wednesday and arrange- 
ments will be made for going to Ashe- 
ville on Thursday. College administra- 
tors and architects planning buildings 
will be welcomed at the Institute as 
well as librarians. Charles M. Adams, 
Librarian at The Woman’s College of 
the University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro, North Carolina, has been 
asked to formulate plans for the pro- 
gram. He wouid like to hear from 
those who are working on new plans 
now and would be interested in at- 
tending such an institute. 





Let reading make your own life more 
interesting to yourself and to others. 








Dixie Bookbinding Co. 


E. H. Young, Proprietor 
Library Binding - - - Gold Lettering 
Ruling - - - Loose Leaf Binding 


215 S. FARISH —- DIAL FL 3-1483 — JACKSON, MISS. 
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Miss. College Library 
Celebrates First Birthday 

The Mississippi College Library was 
one year old last month but already 
students and staff can’t imagine how 
they got along before it was completed. 
First occupied in February, 1959, the 
building and equipment is valued at 
$500,000. The library has almost 60,000 
volumes. Mrs. T. C. Lewis (the former 
Mrs. Claudia Landrum) is head librar- 
ian, assisted by Nellie Ford Smith, 
Mrs. A. E. Farr and Mrs. J. W. Gunn. 


Whether they are checking books in 
or out or studying, the library is a 
busy place at Mississippi College. This 
air conditioned building has 30,500 
square feet of space and a seating 
capacity of 500. 





MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS 


Literary Horse Sense 
By Eleanor Harkins 


“Horseman”, an oil painting by War- 
ren Dennis, a native of Clarksdale, who 
now lives in Marion, Alabama, where 
he is associate professor of art at Jud- 
son College, is the newest painting to 
be acquired by the W. B. Roberts 
Memorial Library at Delta State Col- 
lege. It hangs in the circulation lobby 
and dominates the scene. 

“Why the picture?” has been asked 
many times by library borrowers. Al- 
though the questioner acknowledged a 
liking for the picture, and a delight 
that it belongs to the library, the 
puzzlement was genuine. 

To the librarian, who has loved 
horses from the Mother Goose 
days of “Ride a Cock Horse” and “I 
Had a Little Pony” to the purchase of 
the oil painting, “Horseman”, it is a 
matter of unprejudiced fact that the 
horse has been identified with the life 
and literature of all peoples, since the 
beginning of civilization. The horse 
and the Muses have been boon com- 
panions, too, in all the heroics of my- 
thology. A horseman, therefore, seems 
at home in a library just as a bookman 
does. 


“Give me wisdom”! said the horse, 
when gifts were being given to ani- 
mals, and so the horse became the 
wisest of all animals. The expression, 
“horse sense” is a common one today. 


Among the most famous steeds of 
legend and fiction as listed in “Hand- 
book for Readers and Writers” by 
Henrietta Gerwig, are the following: 
Arion (martial), Hercules’ horse, given 
to Adrastus; Borak, Al (Arabic for “the 
lightning”) the horse which conveyed 
Mahomet from the earth to the seventh 
heaven; Brigadore or Brigliadore (gold- 
en bridle), Sir Guyon’s horse in Spen- 
ser’s “Faerie Queene” (V, ii, etc.) It 
had a distinguishing black spot in its 
mouth, like a horseshoe. 

Bevis, Marmion’s horse, in Scott’s 
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poem (the word is Norse and means 
swift); Black Beauty, the horse hero of 
a story called “Black Beauty”, by Anna 
Sewall, 1877; Dapple, Sancho Panza’s 
ass in “Don Quixote”, so called from 
its color; The Pale Horse, death, (Rev. 
VI, 8); Pegasus (“born near the page, 
or source of the ocean”), the winged 
horse of Apollo and the Muses, ridden 
by Perseus when he rescued Androme- 
da; Reksh, Rustam’s horse in “Persian 
Legend”; Roan Barbary, the favorite 
horse of Richard II (Shakespeare, Rich- 
ard II, v. 5); Rosinante, Don Quixote’s 
horse, all skin and bone; Sleipnir, 
Odin’s grey horse, which had eight legs 
and could traverse either land or sea, 
typifying the wind which blows over 
land and water from eight principal 
points; Xanthus (golden hued) one of 
the horses of Achilles, who announced 
to the hero his approaching death 
when unjustly chidden by him. Obvi- 
ously, “The Horse In Literature”, will 
be the title of my next book. 

Yes, let every bookworn praise the 
equine symbol in poems and paint! 
Shorn of its romance, our literary 
heritage would be a dull pedestrian 
story without benefit of transportation, 
and Shakespeare would have faltered 
without the thrilling cry, “My kingdom 
for a horse!” 
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News Notes From 


SCOOBA 

Current projects at East Mississippi 
Junior College Library include; A Mis- 
sissippi Archive Room; Faculty child- 
ren’s story hour; “Faculty Round 
Table” discussion of new books; and a 
specific time for community use of the 
library for civic group meetings. 


CLINTON 


Original manuscripts and notebooks 
of Henry and Katharine Bellaman 
given to the library in 1959, plus letters 
from distinguished figures in the musi- 
cal and literary world, were displayed 
in the Mississippi College Library at 
Clinton during the Mississippi Poetry 
Society’s annual meeting in February. 


CLEVELAND 
For National Book week, the Delta 
State College students cooperated in 
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compiling a student reading list called 
“My Book Find of 1959”. Books recom- 
mended included authors Faulkner, 
Hugo, Marshall, Dickens, Costain, Ayn 
Rand, Cohn, Uris, Pasternak, Pat 
Boone, Robert Tarver, Hemingway, Irv- 
ing Stone, Anne Lindbergh, Haw- 
thorne, Anya Seton. 





POEM written by Betty Miles, Delta 
State College, for National Book Week, 
might well have national adoption: 
Explore the world! Discover why 
Planets whirl about the sky, 

Make new friends and meet new faces, 
Read of far-off, golden places. 

How people love, how fairies look— 
All the world is in a book!” 


Nothing so old as a new book. 
—(Shakespeare) 
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@ More attractive—edge bind- 
ings not necessary 
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standard books 7%”-16” high 


@ Please write for complete information 
* Du Pont trademark for its polyester film 





% 


LIBRARY 
SUPPLIES 





Syracuse, N.Y. 











eeeeeeseeceeee 


Page 30 


SSCSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSFSHESSSHESSSSSHSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSESHESESEEEEHEEESESESESEEEEESES 


Gaylord Bros., Inc. 


SOOOSOSSSSSSESHSSSSSSESSESSESESESESSEESESEESESESEEESESESESE SESEEESEEEESOEEEEEEE 


Stockton, Calif. 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS 


STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL LIBRARY PROGRAMS 
By Ada McCaa 


A beacon to all citizens of a school 
community is the new STANDARDS 
FOR SCHOOL LIBRARY PROGRAMS 
published March, 1960, by the Ameri- 
ean Library Association. Five years 
ago this project was begun and the 
American Association of School Li- 
brarians commissioned to set up the 
frame work for development of the 
standards. Of prime importance was 
the establishment of a standards com- 
mittee on which twenty-one profession- 
al organizations were represented. 
Over and beyond that was a panel of 
consultants. Hundreds—literally hun- 
dreds—of school librarians and many, 
many administrators and others par- 
ticipated in the formulation of view- 
points through meetings, through 
questionaires, through correspondence. 
In an attempt to remain practical, the 
standards committee was aware that 
for many schools the quantitative stan- 
dards are too low, that every school 
in the country may not be able to ach- 
ieve them within five years or even 
ten. These are recommendations for 
the above average school... 


The major aims of implementation 

of the standards are the following: 

1. To help educators gain a better un- 
derstanding of school libraries and 
the need for them. 

2. To improve 
grams. 

3. To improve existing facilities. 

4. To help provide more schools with 
centralized libraries. 

5. To help develop more school li- 
braries into materials centers. 

6. To increase the number of libraries 
and librarians in elementary 
schools. 

7. To bring about more centralization 
of processing and services. 

8. To help increase the size of staff 
and budget. 
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school library pro- 


9. To interest more young people in 
school librarianship. 





School Libraries 











10. To aid in improving the training 
programs for school librarians. 
11. To give an impetus to the training 
of teachers and administrators in 
the use and need for libraries and 

their resources. 


The STANDARDS are in three parts: 
I. “The School library as an Education- 
al Force”, II. “Planning and Imple- 
menting School Library Programs”, 
and III. “Resources for Teaching and 
Learning”. The first chapter is en- 
titled: OF IMPORTANCE TO ALL 
CITIZENS—with subheadings: That 
our schools have the resources needed 
for teaching; That all schools have 
functional programs of library service; 
That we work toward excellence in 
providing school libraries for the youth 
of our country. Following chapters 
discuss the objectives and scope of 
the library program, the school library 
program for children and young people 
including reading and reading guid- 
ance; guidance in listening and view- 
ing; reference service and research; 
library instruction; personal, social, 
and vocational guidance; student as- 
sistants. 

Quantitative standards point up ma- 
terials, funds and staff needed for 
school library programs. 

Staff needs at the state, school dis- 
trict, and local school level are all 
pointed up with suggestions for region- 
al planning for library services. A full 
discussion of the relationships of the 
curriculum coordinator, the guidance 
personnel, the teachers and the school 
librarian is presented. 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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(Continued from Page 31) 

Resources for teaching and learning 
are found in the materials collection 
consisting of books, magazines, news- 
papers, pamphlets, films and film- 
strips, disc and tape recordings, pic- 
tures and slides, realia (three dimen- 
sional objects, museum material, mod- 
els, samples, etc.), globes, community 
resource files, trip and lecture files, 
college catalogues, vocatonal informa- 
tion services, professional materials 
for the faculty, and other special ma- 


terials useful for teachers and stu- 
dents. Policies are established for org- 
anizing and making easily available all 
these resources. 

These STANDARDS have been ad- 
dressed to citizens, to school boards, 


to teachers, to supervisors and coordi- 
nators, and to school librarians. Never 
before have school librarians had such 
an opportunity at a time which is so 
ripe to offer vital service to the youth 
of our state. 





individuals, etc. 


For personalized service and dependable performance send your 
library book orders to: 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY, INC. 
600 Magazine Street 
New Orleans 12, Louisiana 


No order is too large or too small for us to handle. We try to obtain 
every title requested, even those issued by little known publishers, 








@ Scientific periodicals: 
fields, all languages. 


@ Scientific books: 


Branch offices: California @ 





WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 


Sale and Acquisition of 


complete sets, short runs, single volumes—all 


out-of-print—domestic, foreign. 
e Complete subscription service for domestic and foreign periodicals 
e@ Rare books in science and medicine. 


e All new books of U.S. and foreign publishers. 


Send requirements and offers to 


WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 


111 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, New York 
England @ Germany ©@ 


Italy 
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It’s News To Me— 


Mrs. J. D. Williams, librarian at East 
Mississippi Junior College, Scooba ac- 
cepted a position in January as assist- 
ant librarian, and teacher of library 
science at Henderson State Teachers 
College, Arkadelphia, Ark. Her succes- 
sor at Scooba is Mrs. Hallie Loomis 
Craytor, former field supervisor, Cuya- 
hoga County Public Library, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Nation, have 
moved from Colorado to Tempe, Arizo- 
na, where he is head of the reference 
department at Arizona State Univer- 
sity. 

The 75th anniversary Symposium on 
the Education of Women, Feb. 2-3, at 
M.S.C.W. brought several famous wo- 
men to the campus who are also au- 
thors. They are, Dr. Kate Hevner Muel- 
ler, Dr. Anna Rose Hawkes, national 
president of A.A.U.W., Dr. Elizabeth 
N. Todhunter, Dr. Anna Roe, Miss 
Edna P. Amidon, Miss Dorothy Roe, 
and Mrs. Marguerite W. Zapoleon. 


Mrs. Sally Ann (McLeod) Koenig, as- 
sistant cataloger, Mississippi State Uni- 
versity Library, has moved to Jackson 
where her husband is in training for 
his position with Continental Can Com- 
pany which he accepted after receiving 
his Bachelor’s degree from M.S.U. 

A self-evaluation study ‘initiated at 
Mississippi State University last Jan- 
uary to be conducted for one year will 
give the university an opportunity to 
take a look at itself and make improve- 
ments. One of the many committees 
concerned with the project is a com- 
mittee on the library. Serving as tech- 
nical consultant members of the li- 
brary committee are Willie D. Halsell, 
Reference Librarian, and Margarete 
Peebles, Circulation Librarian, both 
of the staff of the Mitchell Memorial 
Library. 

The University of Mississippi Li- 
brary contributed items to the William 
Faulkner exhibit recently held at the 
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University of Virginia. While the ex- 
hibit was still mounted, Dorothy Z. 
Oldham, Curator of the Mississippi 
Collection, visited the Alderman Li- 
rary, as did Thomas W. Tullos, Order 
Librarian, at a later date. 


New staff members at the University 
of Mississippi Library are: Mrs. Marion 
Green, Mary Cerney, Mrs. Jean Mor- 
rison, Mrs. Cecilia C. Cox. 

The MLA Adult Education Commit- 
tee met in the Pat Harrison Room of 
the University Library to discuss and 
formulate a questionaire to gather in- 
formation for use by the 1961 White 
House Conference on Aging. Anona 
Jenkins, chairman, Mrs. C. C. Clark, 
Frances French and Christine Drake 
attended the meeting. Dr. J. S. Hartin 
was present as professional Consultant. 

Bordon Deal, well-remembered au- 
thor of MLA meeting of 1958, present- 
ed to the Mississippi Collection of the 
University of Mississippi Library the 
manuscript of his latest published 
novel, THE INSOLENT BREED. 

Branham Hume, son of the late 
Chancellor Alfred Hume of the Univer- 
sity of Mississippi, presented to the 
Mississippi Collection of that institu- 
tion his complete file of THE 
SCREAM, a humorous, satirical stu- 
dent: magazine published from 1924- 
1927. One of the publication’s business 
managers, he had the only known com- 
plete file. 

Miss Helen Cecil, Head of the Sci- 
ence, Business and Industry depart- 
ment of the Jackson Municipal Library 
left March 1 to become first assistant 
in the Science and Business Depart- 
ment of the Dallas Public Library. 

Dan Kelly has just returned from a 
trip to Texas where he visited libraries 
in Dallas and Fort Worth and brought 
back new ideas. 

Mrs. Gordon White, chairman of 
Trustee Section of MLA and a 25 year 
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(Continued from Page 33) 
member of Obadiah Home Demonstra- 
tion Club, was named the “County Wo- 
man of the Year” for Lauderdale Coun- 
ty at the Annual Home Demonstration 
Luncheon. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Cocroft (nee Mary 






Jo Austin) are living in Jackson where 
the groom is completing work on his 
degree from Mississippi College. Mrs. 
Cocroft is Chief of Order and Acquisi- 
tions for the Jackson Municipal Li- 
brary and was married on December 
26 in the Episcopal church of Grenada. 


Interest in science is flourishing throughout schools, colleges, and public 


libraries. An interesting library display is the one above from H. V. Cooper 


High School Library in Vicksburg. 





THE H. R. HUNTTING 
COMPANY, INC. 


Any Book — Any Publisher 
Any Binding 
A million books in Adult and Juvenile 
Publishers’ Editions 


300,000 books in Huntting Quality 
Buckram Binding 


Exclusive Economy Binding when 
Desired. 


Come visit our new 70,000 foot 
warehouse and office 


Burnett Road and First Avenue 
Chicopee Falls 
(6 miles from Springfield) 
Massachusetts 








BUY YOUR 
PREBOUND BOOKS 
from 
FOLLETT LIBRARY 
BOOK Co. 


¢ Colorful Bindings 


¢ Bound to last the 
life of the book 


¢ Prompt shipments 


¢ Future dating of 
invoices, if desired 


Are you on our mailing list? 


Follett Library 
Book Company 


1018 W. Washington Bivd. 
Chicago 7, Illinois 
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Trustee Talk 


Benton County Library 

Benton County Library board of 
Trustees are Miss Jennie Sue Coltharp, 
chairman, Hickory Flat; Mrs. Tread- 
well Aldrich, vice-chairman, Michigan 
City; Mrs. E. A. Autry, secretary, Hick- 
ory Flat; Mrs. S. E. Shoup, reporter 
and publicity chairman, Ashland; Mrs. 
Curtis Hines, Benton County Represen- 
tative on Northeast Regional Library 
Board Route 1, Saulsbury, Tennessee. 


Greenwood-Leflore Library 
Mrs. Norman Brewer, President of 
Board, was reappointed to the Board 
of the GREENWOOD-LEFLORE LI- 
BRARY for a five year term. 


Cleveland Public Library 

The members of the Cleveland Li- 
brary Commission, appointed by the 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen for the 
CLEVELAND PUBLIC LIBRARY, a 
branch of the Bolivar County Library 
System, are Mrs. J. M. Howorth, chair- 
man; Mrs. L. W. Walker, vice-chair- 
man; John White Valentine, secretary- 
treasurer; Mrs. Mose Hyman, and Jay 
Mann. Mrs. Howorth was elected chair- 
man at the resignation of Halton 
Brown who moved to Lexington. Jay 
Mann was appointed to the board to 
fill Brown’s unexpired term. John 
White Valentine has recently been 
selected as the Man of the Year in 
Cleveland. 


Bolivar County Library 

The Bolivar County Library Board 
of Trustees was appointed by the 
Board of Supervisors in November, 
1958, when the county wide library 
system was inaugurated. After a year 
of operation the system has seven 
branch libraries and bookmobile serv- 
ice to 25 communities. At the January, 
1960, meeting J. O. Box, Pace, was re- 
elected chairman and Mrs. Jerome 
Lamensdorf, Shelby, secretary. The 
other members are Mrs. Raynold Chiz, 
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Shaw; Mrs. M. A. Bell, 
George Rodgers, Benoit. 


Deeson; and 





Trustees’ Section 











Harriette Person Memorial 
Library 

The annual meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Harriette Person 
Memorial Library was held late in 
1959. At this meeting the resignation 
of Mrs. Helen Baldwin, a trustee for 
the past twenty years, was regretfully 
accepted. Mrs. H. A. McCarley was 
elected to take her place. 


Soeur? ASSED 
QUALITY 









INHERENT 
FEATURES 
UF 


cb ae evn 10-sturs00e 
& PREBOUND BOOKS 


Basically the four features 
shown on the left are 
reasons why you should 
always consider ‘“Bound- 
to-Stay-Bound’’ Prebound 
Books before you buy any. 
If there are doubts in 
your mind. we urge you 
to read the various pieces 
of informative literature 
prepared on the subject 
of these books. It is 
available to you for no 
more than your request 
5r. y-{ on @ post card. We'll send 
—/ you, too, a catalog of 
favorite authors and titles. 
Our 40th Year Research- 
ing and Building Better 
Bindings. 


~ MANUFACTURERS OF 


*"BOUND.-TO.STAY-BOUND™ PRESOUND BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 


a STOCK 
SERVICE 
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TRUSTEE PROFILES—MRS. 


Mrs. Boswell Stevens is a member 
of the Noxubee County Library Board 
of Trustees and also has been a mem- 
ber for several years of the Ada Ses- 
sions Fant Memorial Library Board, 
Macon. 

Her husband has been for several 
years president of the Mississippi Farm 
Bureau Federation. This year he is 
president of the National Cotton Coun- 
cil and a member of the Board of the 
American Farm Bureau Association. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stevens have traveled 
far and wide for several years; a few 
years ago attending the International 
Farm Bureau meeting in Rome and 
traveling extensively through Europe 
at that time. At luncheons within the 
past few months Mrs. Stevens sat next 
to such well known personalities as 
Mrs. Richard Nixon and Mrs. Perle 
Mesta. 

Several years ago Mr. and Mrs. Stev- 
ens won the Master Farmer Award 
and were written up in the Progres- 
sive Farmer Magazine. In the Febru- 
ary 1960 issue of the Progressive Farm- 






BOSWELL STEVENS 


er is an interview with Mrs. Stevens 
and her recipes made famous by 30 
years of annual “chitterling suppers”. 
Mrs. Steven is also an officer of the 
Mississippi Federated Music Clubs. 
Noxubee County Library pays honor 
to an outstanding Board Member, Mrs. 
Boswell Stevens, for friendliness, abil- 
ity and service. 


The Board of trustees of the Evans Memorial Library, Aberdeen, are from 


left to right: Mrs. H. G. Howell, secretary; W. L. Stockton, chairman; Q. F. 
Mattox and William Nickles. Absent, Mrs. Julian Evans. 
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Special Libraries Throughout State 
Participate In Varied Projects 


LAURIN ROGERS LIBRARY 

The Lauren Rogers Library and 
Museum of Art in Laurel with librar- 
ian Nell Davis, sponsored a showing of 
travel posters from the Museum’s col- 
lection; a children’s Art Contest Ex- 
hibit; two Print Shows; and a Junior 
High School Art Exhibit. An art work- 
shop has been organized also to meet 
Wednesday mornings. Art classes for 
children are held every afternoon and 
on Saturday. The Laurel Film Society 
has also been reorganized and has 
booked for showing such outstanding 
films as “The Magnificent Obsession” 
with Orson Wells; “Richard III”, star- 
ring Laurence Olivier; “Grand Hotel,” 
with Greta Garbo; and the multi-prize 
winning Italian film “The Bicycle 
Thief.” 

VA CENTER LIBRARY 

The VA Center Library in Jackson 
reports numerous research projects re- 
cently conducted by the staff on such 
subjects as Coronary Artery Grafting, 
Immunology Studies with Hamster 
Tumors, Plasma Catalase, and Bron- 
choginic Carcinoma. 

GREENVILLE AFB LIBRARY 

The Greenville AF Base Library of- 
fers to help airmen prepare for en- 
trance in the Officer’s Candidate 
School, provides them with helpful 
books and publications, and provides a 
suitable place for serious study. For 
the average airman, the library offers 
help in the On-The-Job Training (OJT) 
program. This program, as carried on 
throughout the Air Force, is a process 
of learning while doing. Airmen are 
not sent to schools for long periods 
of time to learn. Schooling is kept 
to a minimum, and the airman works 
at a job in his career field, and learns 
as he works through study and per- 
formance. The library provides the 
study material. 

Greenville is again sponsoring a ser- 
ies of noon hour book reviews and 
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discussions of books and authors to 
begin in March. Participants bring 
their lunch and enjoy the informality 





Special Libraries 











of these groups discussions and re- 
views. 

The Air Force libraries, both Green- 
ville and Keesler, are sponsoring the 
Ninth Annual Air Force Short Story 
Contest, an annual spring event open 
to all Air Force personnel. At Base 
level, the librarian is responsible for 
publicizing the contest, providing ref- 
erence materials, and securing quali- 
fied judges. The winning entries are 
then sent forward to higher Head- 
quarters to compete with winners from 
other Air Force bases. In support of 
the program, the Keesler Library and 
the Keesler Education Office cospon- 
sor an eight week Short Story Writing 
Course which is taught by Professor 
John D. Husband of Tulane Univer- 
sity. 





Special Libraries President 
To Visit Local Chapter 


The Louisiana Chapter of Special 
Libraries Association will hold its an- 
nual meeting in Monroe, Louisiana on 
March 26. Dr. Burton W. Adkinson, 
Head of Science Information, National 
Science Foundation, who is national 
president of Special Libraries Associa- 
tion will be guest speaker. Tickets may 
be secured through any member of the 
Louisiana Chapter. 





Contributions to the Scholarship fund 
may be deducted from your income 
tax. Just send your check to Mrs. Au- 
gusta Richardson, Northeast Regional 
Library, Corinth, Mississippi. 
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Louisiana Special Librarians 
Caught Doubie-Dipping 


Three Mississippi librarians have 
been, for the past year or two, serving 
as officers in the Mississippi Library 
Association and at the same time in 
the Louisiana Chapter of Special Li- 
braries Association. Alan G. Skelton, 
Chief of the Research Center Library 
at the U.S. Army Engineer Waterways 
Experiment Station in Vicksburg, Mis- 
sissippi, has just completed a two-year 
term as Treasurer of Mississippi Li- 
brary Association and has been elected 
Vice-President and President-elect of 
that organization, while during the 
past year he has been Vice-President 
and President-elect of the Louisiana 
Chapter of Special Libraries Associa- 
tion. Results: he is now President of 
the Louisiana Chapter and Vice-Presi- 
dent and President-elect of the Mis- 
sissippi organization. (There is no chap- 
ter of Special Libraries Association in 
Mississippi, and special librarians in 
that state affiliate with the Louisiana 
Chapter). 

Miss Marie Spivey, Assistant Librar- 
ian at the U.S. Army Engineer Water- 
ways Experiment Station Library, has 
been serving as Vice-Chairman and 
Chairman-elect of the Special Librar- 
ies Section of the Mississippi Library 
Association (she is now Chairman) and 
at the same time serving as Chairman 
of Special Projects in the Louisiana 
Chapter. 

Mrs. Beatricia Ford, Reference Li- 
brarian, also of the Research Center 
Library at the U.S. Army Engineer 
Waterways Experiment Station, has 
just completed a very successful year 
as Membership Chairman of the Mis- 
sissippi Library Association, having 
brought this organization’s member- 
ship from 529 to almost 700. Mrs. Ford 
is an active member of the Louisiana 
Chapter of Special Libraries Associa- 
tion, in which she has served as Chair- 
man of the Nominating Committee and 
is now serving on the Publicity Com- 
mittee. 
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An airman at Greenville Air Force 
Base studies at the Base Library as he 
prepares for Officer Candidate School. 





VA Center Library, Keesler 
AFB Library Conduct 
Patients Use Programs 

The VA Center Hospital Library in 
Jackson and the Patients Branch Li- 
brary in the Base Hospital of Keesler 
AFB are conducting patient utilization 
programs which are proving advan- 
tageous to both library and patient. 

Mrs. Martha Howard at the VA Cen- 
ter reports the library is cooperating 
with the Neuropsychiatric Service and 
the Physical Medicine and Rehabilita- 
tion Service in the Industrial Therapy 
Program by having selected patients 
assigned to the library for two hours 
work daily. The patients work at the 
circulation desk, charge and card 
books, answer the telephone and help 
patrons in the use of the card catalog. 
They also shelve books, deliver special 
requests, follow up on overdue books, 
and, accompanied by a librarian, push 
the book cart on the wards. 

At the Patients Branch Library at 
Keesler Field the patients are also 
neuropsychiatric patients. “It is grati- 
fying to note that the result is, almost 
without fail, a happy one for both pa- 
tient and library,” said Mrs. Ruth D. 
Scharr, librarian. 





The created world is but a small 
parenthesis in eternity. 
—(Sir T. Browne) 
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Please Request Lists of the Following Library Editions: 


(1) EASY BOOKS FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN IN DUR- 
ABLE PICTURE COVERS. 

(2) THE FAMOUS CLASSICS IN GOOD PRINT—MANY 
COLORED ILLUSTRATIONS. 

(3) SCIENCE FICTION—SPACE TRAVEL. 

(4) THIRTY-NINE FAMOUS OZ BOOKS, THIRTEEN DR. 
SEUSS TITLES, THE GOODHOUSEKEEPING “BEST 
BOOKS.” 

(5) TEEN-AGE NOVELS AND OLDER, BY ROSAMOND du 
JARDIN, JANET LAMBERT, BESS STREETER ALD- 
RICH, GENE STRATTON-PORTER, GRACE LIVINGS- 
TON HILL, EMILIE LORING, ZANE GREY, AND 
OTHERS 







SImCEe 1906 
BOOKS OLD AND NEW 


LIBRARY DISTRIBUTORS 


130 Carondelet Street 
New Orleans 12, La. 











The Tuscaloosa Library Bindery combines craftsmanship 
and prompt service to create an unexcelled bindery serv- 
ice. 


Specialists in Periodical and Library Book Binding Gen- 
uine Picture Covers where Title Available used on all 
books at no additional cost. 


TUSCALOOSA LIBRARY BINDERY 


Phone PL 8-22-4 P. O. Box 213 


Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
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DESIGNER LINE 


LIBRARY FURNITURE ...IN THE NEWEST AND FINEST LIBRARIES 


DESIGNER LINE LIBRARY FURNITURE IS AN ENTIRELY NEW 
CONCEPT OF DESIGN THAT BEAUTIFULLY BLENDS WOOD AND 


METAL IN PERFECT HARMONY. THE LIBRARY BUREAU SPECIALISTS 


IN YOUR AREA CAN GIVE YOU COMPLETE INFORMATION. 


NEW ORLEANS PUBLIC LIBRARY—A VIEW OF THE GENERAL SERVICES DIVISION FROM THE MEZZANINE 


I a 
LIBRARY BUREAU 2216 5TH AVENUE N., BIRMINGHAM 3, ALABAMA 
Flemington. Ftand. 341 MADISON AVENUE, MEMPHIS 3, TENN. 


Division of SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 1711 ST. CHARLES AVENUE, NEW ORLEANS 13, LA. 





